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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  402-296-6905 

    OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Tues. Wed.) 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (Thurs.)  Mon. & Fri. - CLOSED 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

Thoughts from  Pastor Lane Bailey 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 485, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  68048-1855  

EASTERTIDE 
 

“He (God) made Him (Jesus) who 
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 
so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him (Jesus).”  
Parentheses added.  II Corinthians 
5:21 

 

The fifth chapter of Second 
Corinthians is chock-full of powerful, 
spiritual content.  For me, it gives 
one of the most complete views of 
the Christian message in scripture.  If 
John 3:16 gives us God’s motive for 
Good Friday and Easter (“For God so 
loved the world”), then  

II Corinthians 5:21 gives us God’s 
end game; God’s intended result in 
our being saved (“that we might 
become the righteousness of God in 
Christ”).   

 

The Lenten season emphasizes the 
former. It is a time of introspection 
when we reflect on Christ’s sacrifice 
for us as a means to motivate us to 
repentance that we may draw closer 
to God. Eastertide, on the other 
hand, is the answer to the question, 
“So what?” when we ask what  

significance Jesus’ death and 
resurrection has for how we live our 
lives today. Our salvation is not just 
about us, about our escaping eternal 
destruction. Salvation is not 
predominately a negation, the 
elimination of judgment, but rather 
the transformation of our souls into 
something we could never have 
become, or even desired to become, 
by ourselves.  

 

In that sense, Easter is only the 
beginning of the story, not the end. 
What truly matters is what follows 
the resurrection and ascension.  
God’s supreme goal in Jesus Christ is 
that we become the righteousness of 
God in Christ Jesus.  That is to say, 
that we reflect the very nature of 
Jesus Christ in our lives; his love, his 
selflessness, his forgiveness and 
mercy, his justice and his concern for 
the last, the least and the lost.  The 
story has only reached its ultimate 
conclusion when Easter is alive in our 
hearts and reflected in our actions.  
When that has become a reality in 
our lives by God’s grace, then we can 
truly proclaim, “Christ has risen! 
Christ has risen indeed!” 

Grace and Peace – Pastor Lane 



Don’t Forget! 

First Sunday Giving 

And Receiving 

United Methodist Ministries Items 

For April : 

Garden Trowels 

 

Serving the Church in 
April 

 

USHERS ~  Mike Buchman 

Rod & Michele Jenkins 
 

If you are willing to serve as an 
usher or liturgist  

(Scripture Reader)  please contact 
the Church Office.  

  BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
 

 Items that are to be included in the 
upcoming BULLETINS for each week, NEED to 
be in the Office to Rae Jean by 10:00 Tuesday 
Mornings.  

 The Deadline for the NEWSLETTER is 
the third Tuesday of the month.  Newsletters 
are sent out on the Last Wednesday of the 
month. 
 

  Please have information to Rae Jean in 
the Church Office by the above deadlines to 
have your items included in the Bulletins / 
Newsletter.  Thank you! 

Dear Church Family, 

     Bob and I felt your strong support throughout 
Bob’s illness; you kept our spirits up.  It’s so hard 
to express the gratitude we feel being a part of 
such a special family. 

     Thank you for all of your concerns, your 
prayers and many, many acts of kindness.   

     A special thank you to Pastor Lane for all 
those hospital visits.  We kept him going up and 
down the highway.  Pastor Lane and Kay, thank 
you for filling out Bob’s wish to sing at his 
funeral.  It was lovely and heartfelt. 

     A sincere Thank you to the United Methodist 
Women and church members who helped in any 
way to provide a wonderful luncheon for our 
family and friends.  You made them feel so 
welcomed. 

                   God Bless! 

       Sharon Piper and Family 

Chris & Terri Ross, in the Yucatan of Mexico, 

delivering school supplies to Mayan 

Children.  This is the 33rd year Chris has 

made this journey, providing  supplies over 

the years to tens of thousands of children 

who otherwise would have gone without.  

Chris and Terri are members of our church. 



Stewardship Report for March  
     

Attendance 
   

 Worship   Sunday School 
 

Mar. 4      68   38 

Mar. 11    50   16 

Mar. 18    62   18 

Mar. 25    72   18 

  
 

Offerings 

 

     General Fund    Building Fund 
         

Mar. 4      $2406.50  $20.00 

Mar. 11    $2375.00  —0— 

Mar. 18    $4127.00  $400.00 

Mar. 25    $2489.77  —0— 

 
 

Income as of February 28, 2018   

$18,706.03 

Expenses as of January 31, 2018  

$26,591.14 

Plattsmouth First United Methodist  

Membership and Friends  

of the Church: 
 

The Church Finance Committee held their 
regular monthly meeting on March 13 and 
observed a trend that is somewhat troubling.  
During the first two months of 2017 the % of 
giving toward the general church fund 
(salaries, utilities and daily church functions) 
was:  January-87%, February-93%.  So far this 
year those numbers are:  January-69%, 
February-59%.  We are fortunate to have 
enough carry over of funds after the first of 
the year to meet most of our needs thus far, 
however that won’t suffice into the future.  
We need your prayerful consideration to help 
with catch-up giving to bring these number 
closer to where our budget is.   It should be 
noted that the dollar amount budgeted for 
both years Is approximately the same, so there 
is no “fat” that can be cut.  Please seriously 
consider this request and do what you can to 
help our church. 
 

Thank you,  

Bob Hahn, Finance Committee Chairman 

Finance Committee Meeting ~ February 20, 2018 
 

The meeting was opened by Bob Hahn. 

Pastor Lane led us in prayer. 

Minutes: Minutes were read from January’s meeting. 

Treasurer Report: There were no payments made to 
Apportionments/District Programs due to the low giving in 
Sunday offering as the January deposits show, receipts equaled 
only 29% of what is budgeted. (Note: No mission shares were 
paid in February for the same reason).  Normally at this time of 
year (through January), individual line items show costs of 
8.3% of the annual budget paid (1/12). The large percentage of 
38.5% paid for the line item Professional Education for Pastor 
reflects Pastor Lane’s attendance at the 3-day ministers’ 
conference in Kearney in mid-January. We have had 2 Sundays 
with low giving. The receipts in December are what carried us 
through January. (Note: low receipts continued through 
February and into March, see Finance Committee Chair’s letter 
in this newsletter). Some of these monies were investment/
donations from IRAs, etc., are not tax deductible and thus are 
not reflected as Giving in the Treasurer’s report but appear in 
another category in the Financial Secretary’s report. 

Building Fund Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of first of the 
month - $46,722.22, ending balance in PSB checking account is 
$57,935.07 (Note: This reflects mostly monies from Church 
Mutual insurance for basement water damage and storm 
damage from the June storm to the metal roof on the 
education building). Nebraska United Methodist Foundation 
funds yearend balances: Building Fund = $24,353; Memorial 
Fund = $21,372. Memorial Fund at PSB = $27,687.56; 80-85% 
of which is for the stained-glass windows renovation.  

Special Funds Treasurer’s Report: Balance at the end of 
January = $33,630.50. Monies have been deposited into the 
Benevolence, Open Hearts Kitchen and Mayan Children (Chris 
Ross) funds. Monies have also been paid out of the 
Benevolence Fund. 

Trustees: We have had 4 bids for the repairs of the water 
damage to the restroom area in the basement due to the 
busted water pipe in January. Bathroom repairs include: Both – 
new drywall, insulation in walls, ceiling, exhaust fans. Men’s – 
new light, new door. Women’s – handicap accessible door. 
Finishing of both bathrooms (paint & wainscoting) to be done 
by church volunteers. (Note: The Trustees accepted the bid 
from Steve Vangsness. Work is expected to begin soon and to 
last 3-4 days). 

Fire doors are ordered to replace those that were destroyed in 
the August break-in (Note: The Trustees used fire doors from 
the breakroom and an upstairs classroom as a stopgap 
measure). Still getting bids for the roof repair. Not many 
contractors are interested in such a small job. We now know 
the decking under the roof has also been damaged and some 
will need replaced. Church Mutual will give us another check 
due to the added expense. Savage Plumbing’s bill for repair of 
the busted pipe in the basement will be submitted to Church 
Mutual. We will pay the bill that they will reimburse us. The 3 
completed stained-glass windows on the south, under the U.S. 
Flag window, will be here by the end of April, due to window 
person having surgery. 

Notes and items in italics have been added to original minutes 
for the purpose of clarity.  



Youth News 

 

 

Chancel Choir performs during a recent  

Worship Service. 

 

 

 

 

This year UMW will again have its 
Spring Rummage Sale to continue our 
level of support. 

Rummage items, except for TV’s and 
Computers, will be accepted in the Old 
Church Nursery in the basement.  
Please have your items to donate to the 
church by April 9th. 

The Rummage Sale will be  

April 12-14th.  

    Love and Prayers, Elly B. 

Acolyte ~ Cole Kansteiner 

Pastor Lane holds a Service  

at the Masonic Home 

A Mission Moment 

A New Focus for Epworth 
 

Louise Niemann, President of the Epworth 
Board of Directors states; 

 “To best address the needs of children, 
we first must prevent dysfunction in the family 
before it is too late.  This new focus will allow 
for more preventative work before the children 
and families enter “the System”. 

 With this shift in focus, the organization 
will be positioned to serve even more children, 
both boys and girls, and their families.  
Epworth Village will be on the front lines in 
providing preventative support and tools to 
families in need of healing.  With the strategic 
focus centered on providing the best in home 
family services and foster care in Nebraska, this 
change will also allow broader expanded 
services, better support, and stronger families 
in our communities. 

Report on our Box Top Collection 

Year to date total - $31.40 

“We are seeing an increase in Box Top giving!”  
We so appreciate all the support for our 

community schools! 

The United Methodist Women 



 

First United Methodist Church 
Church Advisory Council Meeting 

March 14, 2018 
 

Michele Jenkins, Council Chair, called the meeting to 
order at 6:03pm.  Pastor Lane offered an opening 
prayer.  Minutes of the January 2018 meeting were 
reviewed.  Motion to approve the minutes as presented 
made by Mike Weber, 2nd by Sharon Smith.  Motion 
passes. 
 

Chair’s Topics:  (Michele Jenkins)   None 

 

Trustee’s Report:  (Mike Weber) 

Roof repair to West wing of the Church received 
1 bid from McKinnis of $64,500, waiting for 
a breakdown of the work.  Several more 
interested bidders arriving this week to 
examine the project. 

Basement Bathrooms/hallway repair and build.  
Decision made to use Steve Vangsness at 
$8650. 

Continue to investigate options to replace/
supplement phone and computer system in 
the Church so they all work together. 

Sharon Piper has asked the Trustee’s for 
permission to place a 4’x8’ concrete slab 
with granite bench in the south garden area 
outside the Church as a memorial to Bob 
Piper.  Permission was granted. 

East delivery/handicap driveway:  City of 
Plattsmouth has given permission to widen 
the driveway east toward the street for 
easier access, cutting the sidewalk curb for 
wheelchair access to main street and 
installing a drain under the sidewalk for 
water run off. 

Striping of Parking lot is needed.  Will be done 
when weather conditions and equipment 
permits. 

 

UMW:  (Elly Biederman)  No report 

 

Finance:  (Bob Hahn, a written report was submitted) 

 March 13, 2018   The committee met at 7:00 
PM with 8 members present.  The most significant 
discussion was around the state of the general fund.  
The percent of giving toward the general fund budgeted 
amount for the month of January, 2018 was 69%.  For 
the month of February, 2018 that dropped to 59%.  Last 
year those percentages were 87% in January and 93% in 
February with approximately the same amount of 
numbers in the budget  for both years. 

 It was felt that this was a significant issue and 
should be brought to the attention of the 
membership through a statement in the newsletter 
to encourage “catch-up giving” to slow down or stop 
this trend. 

 

Outreach:  (Sharon Smith) 

Benevolence Committee working with 
people who need extra help.  There is 
$1500 in the benevolence fund. 

Graduation Brunch, possibly two graduates 
identified at this time.  

 

SPRC:  (Rev. Lane Bailey)  No report 

Worship Team:  (Rev.  Lane Bailey)  No report 

Members’s Concerns:  None 

 

Pastor’s Report:  (Rev. Lane Bailey) 

Living on the Edge class:   Sixteen members 
are taking part in the Lenten class. 

Stephen Ministry:  Lane feels need to 
investigate starting a Stephen Ministry in 
the Church.  This ministry would also 
help take care of the Congregational 
Care that is in need of organization since 
Jean Lewis’s passing.  The Stephen 
Ministry is a Lay ministry of mercy and 
care for people who are going through 
difficult times.  This active ministry was 
established in the mid 1970s.  Each 
candidate undergoes 50 hours of training 
to effectively add a layer of ministry for 
our members who are struggling with 
issues that could range from nursing 
home visits, stressful job situations or 
loss,  post-partum depression, to 
retirement adjustment. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2018 at 6:00pm 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 by Michele Jenkins, 
Council Chair. 

 

Attending:  Rev. Lane Bailey, Diane Berlett, Michele 
Jenkins, Sandy McKnight, Roy Smith, Sharon Smith, 
Mike Weber 



Education News! 

Our elementary students just completed a unit 
entitled The Last Supper where they learned 
about the days leading up to Easter, studied 
communion, prepared and tasted a Seder meal 
and participated in a foot washing.  Thank you to 
the teachers who provided these very important 
lessons. 

 

Our next Unit, The Good Samaritan, will begin on 
April 8 and end May 6.  May 13, Mother’s Day, 
we will focus on mothering and God’s plan for 
our care.  May 20 will be a SURPRISE!!!!  There 
will not be Sunday School on May 27 due to 
Memorial Weekend, and our next rotation will 
begin June 3.  Regular Sunday School WILL BE 
HELD throughout the summer at the 9:15 time.  
Please consider taking responsibility for a lesson.  
It’s truly a blessing. 

 

Our summer VBS plans are underway and are 
different than  traditional model.  We will have 
weekly events that will be held in tandem with 
the school summer lunch program.  The location 
is yet to be determined; our request is that the 
remote food truck that was on Main Street last 
year finds its home in our church parking lot!  
But should this truck not be part of the program 
this year (yet to be determined) we will take our 
lessons to the school.  Our plan is multi-faceted.  
We hope to reach children who might not 
otherwise participate in a church affiliated 
program and it works toward our goal of being 
more visible in the community.  And it’s exciting 
to try something different!  WE WILL NEED 
MANPOWER to make this happen!  Please 
prayerfully consider being a part of this vital 
ministry.    

 

Blessings, Kay Bailey 

 

Schedule— 

April 8—May 20 Regular Sunday School 

May 27—No Sunday School - Memorial wknd 

June 3 - Regular Sunday School resumes Children’s Sunday School Class, led by  

Ginger Tuttle and Kaia Shotkoski. 

John & Ty Patterson  

and Casey Dovenbarger 

Experience a “Seder Meal”  during  

Sunday School. 



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 
Activities April 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

7:00 - Sunrise Service 
7:30 - Breakfast @ 
            Church 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 
10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 

7:00 - AA 
* Scott Cundall 

2 

Office Closed 

3 

 
 
 

7:00 - Girl Scouts 

4 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

6:15 - Chimes For  
           Christ 
7:00 - Chancel Choir 
7:00 - Board of  
         Trustees 

5 

 
 
1:00 - UMW 

 
 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 

** Ron & Romelle 
      Copenhaver 

6 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
7:30 - AA 
 
 
* Della Brasuhn 

* John Petty 
* Larry Robbins 

7 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Doris Landon 
* Shirley Thompson 

8 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
 
7:00 - AA 

9 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Mike McCoy, Sr. 

10 

 
 
1:00 - Quilting Guild 

 
7:00 - Girl Scouts 
7:00 - Finance  
           Committee 
** Scott & Trisha 

         Reierson 

11 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

6:15 - Chimes For 
           Christ 
7:00 - Chancel Choir 
 
 

* Rod Jenkins 

12 

9:00 - 5:00 -  
UMW Rummage Sale 
 

 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 

13 

Office Closed 
 
9:00 - 5:00 -  

UMW Rummage Sale 
 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 

14 

9:00 - 12:00 noon -  
UMW Rummage Sale 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Nikole Jaixen 

15 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday  
              School 
7:00 - AA 
 
* David Mayer 

** Paul & Linda Cisco 

16 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
6:00 - Garden Club 
 
 
 

* Doug McKnight 

17 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
7:00 - Soccer Club 

7:00 - Girl Scouts 
 
* John Beadleson 
* Roberta Copenhaver 
* Harry Danner 

** Steve & Della Brasuhn 

18 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

6:15 - Chimes For 
           Christ 
7:00 - Chancel Choir 
 
 

* Julia Chadwick 

19 

 
 
 

5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
* Linda Sederburg 
** Kristi & Larry  

        Shotkoski 

20 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 

21 

9:00 - 2:00— 
    Garden Club  
       Plant Sale 

 
 
 
 
* Marcy Boyer 

* Ben Clark 

22 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 

              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
 
7:00 - AA 
 

* Elly Biederman 

23 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
* Mickey Carroll 

* Josh Foster  

24 

 
 

 

7:00 - Girl Scouts 
 
 
 
 

* Kaelyn Williams 

25 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 

 

6:15 - Chimes For 
           Christ 
7:00 - Chancel Choir 

26 

 
 

 

5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
7:00 - Education  
            Committee 

27 

Office Closed 
 

 

7:30 - AA 

28 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Elizabeth Glynn 

29 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
7:00 - AA 
 
* Meredith Hansen 

** Ben & Ashley Clark 

30 

Office Closed 
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 Schedule: 

 9:00 a.m. - Worship 

 10:15 a.m. - Sunday School All Ages 

            fumcplattsmouth1@gmail.com 

            www.fumcplattsmouth.com 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

     United Methodist Women 

   April 5, 2018 ~ 1:00 p.m. 

      Lesson, Devotion & Hostess - Shirley Stipe 

                    Theme - Easter    

              

 

 Important Meetings 
 

 

 

April 4, 2018 

Board of Trustees 

7:00 p.m.  

 

April 10, 2018 

Finance Committee 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

Important Dates 

 

 

  

April 17, 2018 

Newsletter Deadline 

For May 

 

April 26, 2018 

Education Committee Meeting 

Held in the Library 

7:00 p.m.  

 

  

 


