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Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

Thoughts from  Pastor Lane Bailey 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 485, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  68048-1855  

A Light to the World 

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of 
you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of everything, 
you may share abundantly in every good 
work. II Corinthians 9:6-8 

 CONGRATULATIONS!!! In one year we 
have raised over $50,000 for the restoration of 
stained glass windows, 80% of the total cost! 
With non-designated monies already in our 
Memorial Fund, we now have enough money to 
complete the project so there should be no 
delay in the restoration.  

 What needs our attention most now is 
our General Budget.  The stained glass windows 
project, combined with an awful winter, has left 
us with a major cash flow problem. Who could 
have predicted that we would have to cancel 
church on April 15th because of ice! As a 
congregation, we have paid our conference 
Mission Shares in full for years. This year we 
have yet to start. Our greatest need is to 
replenish the General Fund. 

 Next week the large arched window on 
the south side of the sanctuary (the American 
flag) will be removed. Because the strength 
integrity of the two arched windows is 
compromised, the restorer will need to remove 
them piece-by-piece. Then the frame will be 
removed. Next Sunday, following Adult Sunday 
School, we will need as many of you as are able 
to help remove seats on the south side of the 
sanctuary and help put up the scaffolding. I 
suggest wearing work clothes to church and 
bringing a cordless, electric drill if you have   

one. Later in the week we will need assistance 
in removing the frame and loading it into the 
truck, tearing down the scaffolding and 
replacing the seats. Then this fall, we get to 
repeat the process! 

 The next major undertaking is the 
sound system and with this we are actually up 
against a deadline. It has come to our 
attention that no later than next May our 
wireless system will no longer be in 
accordance with the Federal Communication 
Commission’s guidelines. The range of 
frequencies our system uses have been sold to 
TV stations, so, just like that, our system will 
no longer be legal to run. Estimates we have 
received suggest the total cost will be between 
$15,000 and $20,000 for a basic system that 
will meet our needs and have adequate 
assistance for the hearing impaired. 

 Our building is an incredible asset for 
ministry. Our location has made it possible for 
us to serve hundreds of meals this summer, as 
we have supplied lunches four days a week to 
children and anyone who has walked in our 
door. Our total by the end of this project 
August 10th should approach 1,000 meals. An 
unintended consequence has been a 
significant increase in attendance at Open 
Hearts Kitchen. Last week saw the second 
largest number of meals served in our 11-year 
history, 123. Some volunteers from another 
congregation, who are helping us fill the food 
gap between summer school and the start up 
of the fall semester, have told us this is what 
we, First Church, are known for in our 
community - reaching out to those in need 
physically and spiritually.   Keeping our 
building in good repair and having the 
resources to do our ministry and outreach are 
both critical. Your generosity and sacrifice 
make that possible.  Thank you, and please, 
continue your support so we can continue to 
be a presence of Christ’s love in the heart of 
our city. 

Grace and Peace – Pastor Lane 



Don’t Forget! 

First Sunday Giving 

And Receiving 

United Methodist Ministries Items 

For August :  Pencils, Erasers  

and Notebooks  

 

Serving the Church in 
August ~ 

 

USHERS ~ Volunteers   
 

If you are willing to serve as an 
usher or liturgist  

(Scripture Reader)  please contact 
the Church Office.  

 

  BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
 

 Items that are to be included in the 
upcoming BULLETINS for each week, NEED to 
be in the Office to Rae Jean by 10:00 Tuesday 
Mornings.  

 The Deadline for the NEWSLETTER is 
the third Tuesday of the month.  Newsletters 
are sent out on the Last Wednesday of the 
month. 
 

  Please have information to Rae Jean in 
the Church Office by the above deadlines to 
have your items included in the Bulletins / 
Newsletter.  Thank you! 

*  Fall Rummage Sale ~ 

    August 16 –17  9:00 am - 5:00 p.m. 

    August 18   9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

*  UMW Sunday ~ August 19th 

    “Update on SENCA in Cass County.  Did  

    you know Cass County is 1 of 6 counties  

    served by SENCA?” 

Stewardship Report for July  
     

Attendance 
   

 Worship   Sunday School 
 

July 1       56   11 

July 8       63   13 

July 15     66   12 

July 22     56   11 

July 29     NA   NA 
  

Offerings 

 

     General Fund    Building Fund 
         

July 1       $3175.00  -0- 

July 8       $4423.77  $220.00 

July 15     $2463.00  $50.00 

July 22     $3406.00  $25.00 

July 29      NA   NA 

 
 

 

Income as of June 30, 2018   

$62,005.84 

Expenses as of June 30, 2018  

$78,335.27 



First United Methodist Church 

Church Advisory Council Meeting 

July 11, 2018 
 

 

Michele Jenkins, Council Chair, called the meeting to order 
at 6:04pm.  Pastor Lane offered an opening prayer.  
Minutes of the June 20, 2018 meeting were reviewed.   
Correction made regarding the Benevolence committee 
report of  assisting a Church member purchase an air 
conditioner.  Financial assistance was given to a Church 
attendee.   

Motion to approve the minutes as corrected made by Mike 
Weber, 2nd by Bob Hahn.  Motion passed. 

 

Chair’s Topics:  (Michele Jenkins)    

 A message from Sharon Smith was presented, 
regarding the Root Beer Garden during the Fall Festival.  
Due to her limited availability, she needs more volunteers 
to work the booth from noon to 6:00pm.  Discussion held 
on the sale price of the root beer floats.   

Motion to raise the price of the float to $2.00 each was 
made by Rev. Lane Bailey, 2nd by Bob Hahn.  Motion 
passed. 

 

Trustee’s Report:  (Mike Weber) 

Concept Innovations has submitted a bid for 
wireless microphones in the  $14-$15,000 
range.  They will submit an alternate bid for 
security system, cameras, TV monitors, 
powerpoint capabilities, and the ability to 
connect a sound system to the basement from 
the Sanctuary. 

Progress on Roof repair from the June 2017 wind 
storm. The unusual material makeup of the roof 
has made progress slow.  The cost to repair the 
roof properly is $108,000.  The Church 
deductible is $1000, Excell will be paid $32-
$34,000 by the insurance company. 

Windows are nearing completion and finances to 
support the project are on track with that 
completion. 

The process was begun for filing an insurance claim 
in regard to the mowing accident Ernie 
experienced on Church grounds today 
(7/11/18).   

 

 

UMW:  (Elly Biederman)   

 UMW Sunday is August 19th,   Darla 
Blevins will give a SENCA up-date. 
 

Finance:  (Bob Hahn)  

 The Benevolence Fund is at $4,500.00.  A 
report will be presented in the near future to 
the Church regarding giving.  While the Church 
family has been very good at donating funds to 
special funds, (repair of the stain glass windows 
and mission funds).  The congregation needs to 
understand that regular giving also needs to 
continue to the General Fund to cover the basic 
operations of the Church (electricity, heat & air 
conditioning, supplies, etc).  The General Fund is 
behind. 
 

Outreach:  (Lane Bailey) 

 In regard to the air conditioner purchase 
of the last meeting;  Under His Wings 
contributed $300 toward the purchase of the 
new air conditioner for a Church Attendee, who 
will make payments to the Church as able. 
 

SPRC:  (Rev. Lane Bailey)  No report 
 

Worship Team:  (Rev.  Lane Bailey)  No report 
 

Congregational Care:  (Elly Biederman)  Dean 
and Don are learning to walk again and doing 
well in their respective rehabilitation care 
centers. 
 

Member’s Concerns:  None 
 

Pastor’s Report:  (Rev. Lane Bailey) 

Lane will be gone on vacation on August 
26, 2018 

The Bishop will be in Omaha the end of 
August at St. Luke’s.  Information on 
time and date for meeting will be 
forthcoming. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for September 12, 
2018 at 6:00pm 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm by Michele 
Jenkins, Council Chair. 

Attending:  Rev. Lane Bailey, Elly Biederman, Bob 
Hahn,  Michele Jenkins, Sandy McKnight,  Mike 
Weber 



Youth News 

First United Methodist Church 

Church Advisory Council Meeting 

June 20, 2018 
 
Michele Jenkins, Council Chair, called the meeting to order at 
6:03.   Pastor Lane offered an opening prayer.   
 
Chair’s Topics:  (Michele Jenkins) 
Proposal by Education Committee (Kay Bailey) was presented by 
email request to approve due to delay of Council Meeting.  
Proposal to host VBS at our Church beginning July 10th through 
August 7th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  This plan would 
include a noon lunch. 
 
Additionally Education Committee would want to provide free 
lunches starting Monday, July 9th and continuing through Friday, 
August 10th (11:30 – 12:30).   The summer lunch program at the 
schools ends on Friday, June 29th.  There will be a food truck 
available for free lunches each Wednesday in the downtown 
area.  Request to fill in the gap until school starts by providing 
lunch in our fellowship hall on Mondays, Tuesdays (already part 
of VBS plan) and Fridays.  Thursdays are being skipped because 
families do have an option for a dinner meal at our Open Hearts 
Kitchen. 
 
These 15 meals and VBS supplies, materials, etc. will be funded 
through Thrivent Action Teams funds.  This would include 
money for Raylene as her custodial services will be increased 
during these 5 weeks.  Otherwise, it will all be manned through 
volunteers and hope to include volunteers outside our own 
church members.  Primary goal is to feed hungry kids and to be 
a visible outreach to the community.  Publicity needs to be in 
place soon so we can be included on lists that go out to families 
at end of school year.  Additionally asking SENCA to include on 
their information to folks as well as having a banner for our 
building and blurbs in the local paper and on social media. 
 
Board approval was asked and motion approved on May 8, 
2018. 
 
Trustee’s Report:  (Mike Weber) 
Basement finished except for vanity in women’s restroom.  This 
has been tabled due to the cost of vanity. 
 
In regards to the roof – still working with Insurance.  Getting a 
2nd Adjustor estimate due to cost going up.  Hopefully should 
know by Friday. 
 
South windows are in.  North window, entrance window and 
window behind Donna are currently getting done and should be 
done in two weeks.  There are not enough funds to start on the 
Arch windows.  Also trying to figure out how to get Arch 
windows out-may need to rent a lift. 
 
Downspouts and gutters need to be flushed.  Having problems  
with water in northwest corner and door by basketball court 
area and window upstairs. 
 
 UMW:  (Elly Biederman) 
 UMW attended 2 guest days.  They are asking to hold off 
bringing items in for the Rummage sale until July 25th due to 
storage of extra food donated by Donald Stuebe when store 
closed.  Jerry Blackwell suggested sending home food with kids 
at Sunday school to delete some of excess food storage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Finance: (Mike Weber for Bob Hahn) 
$3,000.00 from Memorial Funds had to be transferred 
to pay bills.  Funds did increase last week from previous 
weeks. 
 

 Outreach:  (Pastor Lane and Elly Biederman)   
Benevolence committee helped a member of our 
Church purchase an air conditioner. 
Also helped a 6 member family with paying water bill 
so water was not turned off. 
 

Congregational Care:  (Elly Biederman)   
Dean Latenbaugh is at Ambassador Health Care 
probably for another 6-8 weeks. 
Leann Wilczynski is doing better. 
Larry and Marcy Boyer are at Golden Living Center.  Elly 
has visited with Marcy. 
Mryna Higgins is now at home. 
Sharon Bartlett came home Sunday. 
 

No report from SPRC or Worship Team   
 

Pastor’s Report:  (Pastor Lane) 
Attended the Annual Conference and not much 
controversy this year.  Resolutions debated and all 
passed but one- Israel treatment of folks on West Bank- 
asking government to shut off funds to Israel.  Did not 
pass. 
7/10th of 1% increase in Budget 
Purchased new residence for Bishop in Topeka.  Also 
sold 3 of 4 Conference offices. 
Building in Topeka will be leased and shared with 
Company that owns the building. 
May be positions open for Staff since people did not 
move.  Conference Register did not move and lives in 
Lincoln. 
Highest percentage of Mission shares paid out in 
history – 91%. 
Pastor Lane would like to get a copy of the address 
given by the Bishop to present as sermon. 
Pastor Lane spoke of monumental decision that 
Congregation will need to make in February.  One plan 
is to have one denomination (which could change 
boundaries of conferences), also debate on how 
homosexuality fits into our framework (this debate 
started in 1972.) 
 
 
15 people attended Pastor’s Lane series.  Pastor Lane 
also did a brief overview of major gift policy.  This 
policy will need to be approved and signed. 
 
Pastor Lane will be out July 1st and John Saxe will fill in.  
Pastor will also be out a couple of weeks in August. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for July 11, 2018 at 6:00 to 
get back inline with dates. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00. 
 
Those in attendance: 
Pastor Lane Bailey,  Elly Biederman, Mike Weber, Jerry 
and Margaret Ann Blackwell, Diane Berlett, Michele 
Jenkins. 



 

VBS and Summer Lunches 

As of this writing, we have completed our first week 

of VBS and our Summer Lunch Program!  It’s been 

busy! 

VBS this year is focusing on the characteristics of a 

Superhero.  15 children, K-6, are participating in Mind 

Workout, Body Workout, and Being Crafty.  The is an 

Opening and Closing with songs and sharing.  And of 

course, we have our very own Superhero…We look 

forward to 4 more Tuesdays of VBS. 

Summer Lunches , primarily implemented to feed 

children and bridge the gap between the programs 

provided by the schools in June and the start of 

school, has become much more than that!  During 

Week 1 we served a total of 262 meals to 117 

children and 65 adults.  This exceeded our 

expectations, though we actually had no idea what to 

expect!  The recipients have been most appreciative 

and complimentary of our efforts.  With the addition 

of 111 meals served this week at OHK, our church 

provided 373 meals the week of July 9.  Wow!  The 

love of Christ is being spread one meal at a time. 

There aren’t enough words of thanks to extend to the 

many volunteers who are making all this happen.  

This list will increase as the weeks continue, but as of 

Week 1 these folks participated in a variety of ways 

to make VBS and Summer Lunches a reality.  Many 

prepared  and served lunches, fixed items at home, 

decorated and / or taught VBS.  I beg forgiveness if 

I’ve missed anyone...You are all very much 

appreciated! 

Brooke Williams, Betty Watt, Kathy Whitmore, Diane 

Berlett, Raylene Weber, Rae Jean Smith, Gretchen 

Dietzel, Terri Beadleson, Deb Null, Sharon Piper, Eva 

Crosbie, Michele Jenkins, Karen Wheatley, Alyce 

Bowsman, Sandy McKnight, Diane Anderson, Donna 

Glynn, Ruth Brittain, Chris Weber, Lane Bailey, Linda 

Cisco, Run Hahn, Sue Heyen, Sharon Smith, Karin 

Patterson, Elly Biederman, Ginger Tuttle, Kristi 

Shotkoski, and Crystal Niehoff.  Additionally, we had 5 

women from the Church of the Holy Spirit join us, and  

they will be back each Wednesday. 

Our children are helping as well!  Thank you to Kaelyn 

and Sadie Williams, Kaia Shotkoski, Samantha 

McKnight, Addy Hipsher, Will and Ty Patterson, and 

Jackson and Jace Neihoff.  They have helped serve 

food, carry drinks and trays, clean up, and work in 

Being Crafty VBS.  They are the BEST!! 

I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize Thrivent 

Financial for funding these projects.  Through their 

belief in Living Generously and giving back to the 

community, we were able to access resources to make 

our dream a reality. 

God Bless you ALL! 

Kay Bailey 

Elementary Sunday School 

 

Our Rotational Sunday School classes will 

begin again on September 9th with a study 

of Joshua and the Battle of Jericho.  There 

will not be Sunday School on September 

2nd, which is Labor Day Weekend.  

 

Thanks to everyone who supported our 

Summer Program and VBS! 

 

You are all appreciated!! 

Our Superhero! 

  Pastor Lane! 



 

A few scenes from VBS and the 
Summer Lunch Program!! 



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 
Activities August 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7:00 am - Men’s  
Breakfast / Bible Study 
11:30-12:30–  

       Free Lunch 
 
7:00 - Board of  
            Trustees 
* Gary Bowsman 

** Stephen & Peggy 
           Vallery         

2 

 
 
1:00 - UMW 

 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
 

* Tyler Jaixen 
* Roy Smith 

3 

Office Closed 
 
11:30-12:30 -  

       Free Lunch 
 
7:30 - AA 
 
** Kirk & Glenda Linder 

** Doug & Michelle 
          McKnight 

4 

 
 
11:30 - 3:30 -  

  Baby Shower in Honor 
     Of Holly Taylor 

5 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
 
7:00 - AA 
 

* Romelle Copenhaver 

6 

 
 
 

Office Closed 
11:30-12:30 -  
       Free Lunch 
 
 

* Keith Dovenbarger 

7 

 
 
 

11:30-12:30 -  
       Free Lunch 
 
* Anna Allen 
* Ginger Tuttle 

* Jeff Johnson 

8 

 
 
 

7:00 a.m. - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 
11:30-12:30 -  
       Free Lunch 

9 

 
 
 

5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
 
 

* Dean Lautenbaugh 

10 

Office Closed 
 
 

11:30-12:30 -  
       Free Lunch 
7:30 - AA 
 
** DeWayne & Lynne 

            Whitmer 

11 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Kyle Ross 

12 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
 
7:00 - AA 

13 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Ian Graves 

14 

 
 
 

1:00 - Quilting Guild 
7:00 - Finance  
            Committee 
 
 

** Gary & Alyce Bowsman 

15 

 
 
 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 

16 

 
 
9:00 - 5:00 -  

UMW Rummage Sale 
 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 

** John & Sara Petty 

17 

Office Closed 
 
9:00 - 5:00 -  

UMW Rummage Sale 
 
7:30 - AA 

18 

9:00 - 12:00 Noon -  
UMW Rummage Sale 

199:00 - Worship 

9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 

              School 
7:00 - AA 
* Karin Patterson 
* Cathy Thompson 
* Louise Mountford 

* Raylene Weber 

20 

Office Closed 
 

 

6:00 - Garden Club 
 
 
 
* Hannah Foster 

** Kyle & Teresa Ross 

21 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

 
7:00 - Soccer Club 
 
 
* Michelle McKnight 

* Jerry Higgins 

22 
 
 

7:00 am - Men’s 

Breakfast / Bible Study 
5:00-7:00–  
    Family Night Out 
Buccaneer Bay Clubhouse 
 

* Hailey Foster 

23 

 
 

 

5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 

24 

Office Closed  
 

 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
 
 

* Scott Reierson 

25 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
* Liz Holman 

** Bill & Bailie Schuh 

26 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
7:00 - AA 
 
* Helen Moore 

* Bill Reynolds 

27 

Office Closed 

28 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Peggy Vallery 

29 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Kylee Gurney 

30 

 
 
 

5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
 
 

* Louise Drew 

31 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
 
 

** Wes & Ginger Tuttle 

 

  Rae Jean will be on vacation all this week! 

 Pastor Lane will be on vacation all this week! 

 Pastor Lane will be on vacation all this week! 
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 Schedule: 

 9:00 a.m. - Worship 

 9:15 a.m. - Children’s Sunday School 

 10:15 a.m. - Adult Sunday School 

            fumcplattsmouth1@gmail.com 

            www.fumcplattsmouth.com 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

     United Methodist Women 

        August 2, 2018  ~ 1:00 p.m. 

    Devotion, Lesson & Hostess ~ Romelle Copenhaver  

    UMW Rummage Sale ~ August 16-18  

            UMW Sunday - August 19 

 

 Important Meetings 
 

 

August 1, 2018 

Board of Trustees 

7:00 p.m.  
 

August 14, 2018 

Finance Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

NO MEETING IN AUGUST! 

NEXT MEETING  

September 6 , 2018 

6:30 p.m.  

 

Important Dates 

 

 

 

 
 

August 22nd 

FAMILY NIGHT OUT 

BUCCANEER BAY CLUB HOUSE 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 pm 

See Sign Up Sheet in Back of the Sanctuary! 

 
August 21, 2018 

Newsletter Deadline 

For September 

 

 


