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    OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Tues. Wed.) 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (Thurs.)  Mon. & Fri. - CLOSED 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 485, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  68048-1855  

Pastor to People:  
 

My dad used to say, “the first thing I do in the 
morning is to read the obituaries.  If my name does 
not appear there, I eat my breakfast. Someday my 
name will appear in the obituaries. I will eat my 
breakfast anyway!” I don’t know if any of you ever 
read the obituaries. My guess is that the older you are 
the more likely you are to let your eyes drift over to 
that section of the newspaper. As the comedian would 
say, “just to make certain your name is not printed 
there.” Of course, some of our younger members are 
asking, “What’s a newspaper? 

An interesting obituary appeared in the 
Chattanooga Times-Free Press recently that, in my 
estimation, was good for a chuckle or two. It was for a 
Katie McDonald, 80 years old. The obituary contained 
all kinds of praise for her virtues as a human being, 
but as you read down the page you are exposed to 
some of her eccentricities as well. 

One paragraph reads like this: “She was 
preceded in death by the father of their four children, 
Charles Alan McDonald, whom she loved to her 
dying day, and her beloved family pets: Simon the 
Siamese cat; Peanut, the wiener dog; Sugar the 
howling dog; Daisy, the very special-extremely-
important-stray dog; and most notably, Jack her 
darling mutt who lost his tail in an unfortunate 
accident, whereupon Mom saved the tail in the freezer 
‘. . . just in case . . .’” Then appears the words, “(go 
figure).” 

 Later in the obituary we read, “She left behind 
a load of stuff her family doesn’t know what to do 
with.” (There is a list of these miscellaneous items 
and then this notice: “Anyone interested in [having 
these items] please wait the appropriate amount of 
time to reach out. Tomorrow should be fine.”) 

 

 After listing her church where friends would 
be received and a service would be held, there was 
this final notice: “Finally, the family asks that, in 
lieu of flowers, please write your Congressman and 
ask for the repeal of Daylight Savings Time. We 
think Mom would like it if we were all on the 
Lord’s time.”  

 I don’t know about repealing Daylight 
Savings Time, but I found that to be quite a 
refreshing approach to the death of a loved one who 
evidently had a good life and a strong faith, who 
loved her family, her pets, and her God. That’s the 
way a Christian’s death should be greeted. There 
should be a celebration of a life well-lived and an 
anticipation of a life now lived in the presence of a 
loving God. This is Hope. 

 “Hope,” writes St. Paul, “is the magic 
ingredient.” Well, hope is the magic ingredient—
whether in life or in death, in good times or times of 
sorrow. The magic ingredient is the assurance that 
regardless of how challenging today is, God is in 
charge and that, as St. Paul says in Romans 8:28, 
“all things work to the good for those who love 
Him.” That’s hope.  

 St. Paul writes, “I consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us.” Think about that for a 
moment. This is what hope is all about. It is the 
admission that the present times may not be perfect, 
in fact they may be heart-wrenching, but, if we trust 
in God, better days lie yet ahead. “Our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us.” 

 As long as there is hope—Christian hope—
life is worth living. The late Emil Brunner once 
said, “What oxygen is for the lungs, such is hope 
for the meaning of human life.” And he was right. 
Really, a hope-filled life is the only life worth 

living. 

 Keep the Faith and Live in Hope,  

 

        Pastor Lee 



Don’t Forget! 

First Sunday Giving 

And Receiving 

United Methodist Ministries Items 

For August: 

Pencils, Erasers and Notebooks 

 

Serving the Church in 

August ~ 
 

USHERS ~  

None needed until further notice. 
 

If you are willing to serve as an usher or 
liturgist (Scripture Reader)  please 

contact the Church Office.  
 

      BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
 

 Items that are to be included in the upcoming 
BULLETINS for each week, NEED to be in the Office to 
Rae Jean by 10:00 Tuesday Mornings.  
  

 Items that are to be included in the upcoming 
NEWSLETTERS, NEED to be in to the Office to Rae 
Jean by the 3rd Tuesday.  The Newsletters are mailed 
out on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 

 

 Please have information to Rae Jean in the 
Church Office by the above deadlines to have your 
items included in the Bulletins / Newsletter.  Thank 
you! 

 

 

Little Things Mean a Lot 

By Peggy Peterson   

(Sister of Gail Johnson) 
 

During the pandemic of Covid-19 and race protests 

happening this spring of 2020, I’ve found that those 

little things in our lives can mean so much.  

My sister & her husband have been driving to their 

church every Sunday morning just to listen to the 

ringing of the church’s bells. While people who live 

in the small mid-west town can hear them easily 

from home, my relatives live too far away, so they 

get up early to be on time for the ringing. The only 

other car in the church parking lot brings the two 

people who ring the bells. They all greet each other 

but from a distance.  

Just listening to the bells has brought lots of 

memories of attending services and events such as 

weddings & funerals. Of course, their memories are 

filled with special people and the times they were 

together. 

Listening to church bells ringing – how simple is 

that? Other simple things like phone calls, e-mails, 

cards & notes sent in the regular mail, waving at 

neighbors & friends, reading those books that have 

waited patiently to be picked up & read. We can all 

add to the list and I hope everyone is grateful for 

those simple moments that have brought a bit of 

peace & comfort. 

My expectation is that, as our world recovers from 

all the trauma, we will find our new lives filled with 

even more little things that mean a lot. Hugs are on 

my list of what I’m look forward to doing. How 

simple is a hug? 



Stewardship Report for  

July  
     

Viewed or Read 
   

 Worship   Sunday School 

July 5     179  0 

July 12   147      0  

July 19   126  0 

July 26   126  0 
 

Offerings 

 

 General Fund    Building Fund 

July 5      $2556.00  $150.00 

July 12    $2703.40  $250.00 

July 19    $5165.00  —0— 

July 26    $1258.46  —0— 
 

 

Income as of June 30, 2020   

$69,556.00 
 

Expenses as of June 30, 2020  

$77,582.97 

 A special thank you to Sharon Piper for all the work 

she has done on the flower beds around the 

church...especially in this heat!  Everything looks so 

nice!  Also to Gary and Gretchen Dietzel for the 

mowing they have been doing.  All of this is greatly 

appreciated! 

Please note: 

   If you personally order something 
to be used at the church, please have 
that item delivered to your own 
residence.  Many times these things 
are meant to be delivered to the 
church, and end up going back to the 
main office, because we are not here 
when they  are delivered. 

 

    Also, for our safety and for yours, if 
you need to come to the church 
during the week, please call Rae Jean 
in the Church Office (402-296-6905) 
before you come.  Masks will be 
required at all times in the Church. 

 

 Thank you very much!   

Betty Watt received the Special Recognition Pin for starting 

the online prayer chain.  She asked to let everyone know 

that she did not start the prayer chain.  Sara Fischer started 

the prayer chain in Plattsmouth on Landline telephones.  

After awhile Jean Lewis picked up the prayer chain and 

distributed copies of the Upper Room to those who needed 

it.  She picked up from them and made the prayer chain 

much easer through the use of email. 

For her service, recording all donations to the church and 

keeping those records straight, Kristi Shotkoski has received 

the Dedicated Light.  Kristi is pictured with her husband Larry. 

      UMW AWARDS 



 

 

PICTURES OF A  

COMPLETED KITCHEN!! 

     After several months, and much 

hard work by so many people, the 

newly remodeled kitchen is mostly 

finished.  It is beautiful!  In the near 

future the kitchen will be ready for 

use!  Please watch for updates from 

Trustee Chair, Mike Weber as to 

when that will be.   



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 

Activities August 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 
 

 

 
 
* Gary Bowsman 
** Stephen & Peggy 
           Vallery 

2 

 
 
 

7:00 - AA 
 
* Tyler Jaixen 
* Roy Smith 

3 

 
 
 

 
** Kirk & Glenda Linder 
** Doug & Michelle 
          McKnight  

4 5 

 
 
 

7:00 - Board of  
      Trustees 
 
* Romelle Copenhaver 

6 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Keith Dovenbarger 

7 

 
 
7:30 - AA 

 
* Anna Allen 
* Ginger Tuttle 
* Jeff Johnson 

8 

9 

 
 
 

7:00 - AA 

10 

 
 
 

6:30 - Garden Club 
 
** DeWayne & Lynne 
          Whitmer 

11 

 
 
 

7:00 - Finance 
            Committee  
 
* Kyle Ross 

12 

 
 
 

6:30 - Church Council 

13 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Ian Graves 

14 

 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
* Aiden Coffelt 
** Gary & Alyce Bowsman 

15 

16 

 
 
 

7:00 - AA 
 
 
* John & Sara Petty 

17 18 19 

 
 
 

 
* Karin Patterson 
* Louise Mountford 
* Raylene Weber 

20 

 
 
 

 
 
* Hannah Foster 
** Kyle & Teresa Ross 

21 

 
 
7:30 - AA 

 
* Jerry Higgins 
* Michelle McKnight 
** Bill & Bailie Schuh 

22 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Hailey Foster 

23 

 
 
 

7:00 - AA 

24 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Scott Reierson 

25 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Liz Holman 

26 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Bill Reynolds 

27 28 

 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
* Peggy Vallery 
** Bob & Patti Jones 

29 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Kylee Gurney 

30 

 
 
 
7:00 - AA 
 
* Louise Drew 

* Larry Shotkoski 

31 

 
 
 

 
 
 
** Wes & Ginger Tuttle 
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 Schedule: 

 9:00 a.m. - Worship 

 9:15 a.m. - Children’s Sunday School 

 10:15 a.m. - Adult Sunday School 

            fumcplattsmouth1@gmail.com 

            www.fumcplattsmouth.com 

 Facebook: FUMC Plattsmouth Church 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

    United Methodist Women 

 UMW Meetings are cancelled until further notice.    

                  

                          
                    

  

 

Important Meetings 

 

 

August 5, 2020 - Board of Trustees 

7:00 p.m. 

August 11, 2020 - Finance Cmte 

7:00 p.m. 

August 12, 2020 - Church Council 

6:30 p.m. 
 

All meetings are held in the  

Fellowship Hall,  

Social Distancing is observed,  

and everyone needs to wear a mask.  

   

 

Important Dates 
 

NO SERVICES  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

OR 

GROUP ACTIVITIES  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE! 
 

August 18th 
Newsletter Deadline for September 

 

 


