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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  402-296-6905 

    OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Tues. Wed.) 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (Thurs.)  Mon. & Fri. - CLOSED 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 485, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  68048-1855  

Pastor to People: 

 

We are in the Holiday season—the Season of Holy 
Days. Thanksgiving. Advent. Christmas. Epiphany. 
It is a season in which to give thanks for all the 
blessings of life; prepare for the coming of the 
Lord; celebrate the birth of our Lord; and seek to 
experience sudden insight. 

 

All of these Holy Days are gifts that the Lord God 
has given to us. In response to God’s gifts to us, we 
are called to gift others—especially the ones who 
are less fortunate than we, many whom cannot give 
any gift to us in return, except gratitude. 

 

I want to address the privilege and blessing of 
giving in gratitude for all that God has done for us.  
The Scriptures remind us that God asks for a tithe 
(10%) given back to God’s work for all that God 
has done for us. We may not reach the 10% figure; 
however, we are called to give generously. 

 

“Thou shall keep the feast of the harvest, the first 
fruits of thy labors, which thou hast sown in the 
field; and the feast of ingathering, which is the end 
of the years, when thou has gathered in thy labors 
out in the field.” –Exodus 23:16 

 

As members of First United Methodist Church, 
Plattsmouth,  you are reminded that you made a 
pledged to support the church with your prayers, 
your presence, your gifts and your service. I am 
asking you, as we finish off the budget year of 2020, 
to increase your giving to the church. 

I am asking members of this congregation, as I have 
of all my past congregations, to consider giving as 
much to the church  as you will spend on Christmas 
gifts and your yearly vacation.  Many of you will 
give much more than that, but some will fall way 
short of being financially faithful to the church. 
 

As members and friends of FUMC, Plattsmouth, 
increasing our giving during these Holy Days and 
Seasons, gives us an opportunity to complete all of 
our 2020 obligations and carry over a surplus for our 
2021budget.  Remember, the Lord loves a cheerful 
giver.  It is a blessing to give. 
 

Acts 20:35 states that “In everything I did, I showed 
you that by this kind of hard work we must help the 
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” This teaches that there is joy in the act of 
giving.  
 

I have been reflecting on the generous gift that 
Martha McQuin bequeathed to FUMC. That 
generous gift has enabled us to remodel the kitchen 
and purchase all new equipment, as well as to make 
other improvements in the church. 
 

It would be a good idea for all of us to consider 
directing a portion of our estate through our will 
to the church. None of us can truly rely on our 
children to give a portion of our estates to the 
church; therefore, it is important for each of us to 
help endow the future of the church. 
 

I am reminded of a church member asking my 
father, the Rev. Robert D. Wigert, years ago, “why 
is the church always asking for money?” Dad’s 
response: “Because the church is not a savings 
institution. It is a giving institution. We must collect 
money to distribute it.”       

 

 ~   Pastor Lee 



Don’t Forget! 

First Sunday Giving 

And Receiving 

United Methodist Ministries Items 

For December: 

Postage Stamps 

 

For January: 

UNO Cards 

Please note: 

   If you personally order something 
to be used at the church, please have 
that item delivered to your own 
residence.  Many times these things 
are meant to be delivered to the 
church, and end up going back to the 
main office, because we are not here 
when they  are delivered. 

 

    Also, for our safety and for yours, if 
you need to come to the church 
during the week, please call Rae Jean 
in the Church Office (402-296-6905) 
before you come.  Masks will be 
required at all times in the Church. 

 

 Thank you very much!   

* A special thank you to Gretchen 

Dietzel and Sharon Smith for starting 

up Open Heart Kitchen once again, 

even though for right now it is “Pick-

Up Only”.  Also thank you to the 

volunteers who have helped out and 

brought desserts.  This is an 

important ministry and are happy we 

are able to get it going again.  

 

Suspension of In-Person Worship 

 

The Church Council, along with 
other leaders in the church, have 
voted to suspend in-person worship 
beginning Sunday, November 29th. 
We will NOT be worshiping in the 
sanctuary until at least the middle 
of January. We are following the 
guidelines of Bishop Ruben Saenz, 
Jr., the Missouri River District, the 
Conference Disaster Response 
coordinator, and area health 
professionals. We must all do our 
part in slowing down and 
containing COVID-19. Pastor Lee 
will continue to record the 
complete service on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/
PlattsmouthChurch/videos/ 



 

 We will not be 

 purchasing 

 Poinsettias this 

 year.  Because 

we will not be having a Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Service, please do 

not bring any to the church. 

 

This year instead of a Hat and 

Mitten Tree, we will be having a 

“Head Start Giving Tree”.  We will 

still accept Hats and Mittens, but in 

addition we will accept underwear 

and Jogging pants.  These items will 

be collected and donated to the 

Plattsmouth Early Childhood 

Center / Head Start. 

Rae Jean will be out of the Church Office from  

December 24th,  until January 5th, 2021. 

THERE WILL NOT BE A CHRISTMAS 

EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE THIS 

YEAR DUE TO COVID. 

Notes from Church Treasurer 
 

I personally have been one of those individuals who 
pushed to open our church in September.  I've enjoyed 
being in church each week, distant seating, temperature 
taking and even this past month singing with masks on.  
Today, I must say it is time to be a realist.  We need to 
ban together and take a stand to do our part and fight off  
this Coronavirus.  We need to suspend in-person 
worship for now. 
 

As the Church Treasurer I must admit I'm very 
concerned about being able  to finish the year in a 
positive mode.  We, the church, have not been paying 
our Mission Shares (apportionments) during the year.  
Last month, for the first time, I sent $1000 to the 
Conference and $500 to the District.  We have been 
members of the church since 1984 (for many of you it's 
been longer), and at no time have we, the church, not 
paid our apportionments.  Since we have not paid hardly 
anything so far this year it leaves us with a large debit 
yet to be paid: $17,251.   
 

For those of us who have 401K's or IRA's there was a 
law passed because of Coronavirus that you are not 
required to take and a Required Minimum Distribution 
(RMD) for 2020.  In March when this law was passed 
the market was down and you would have had to sell off 
more stocks to make-up that RMD.  I might suggest with 
the market very high you might want to reconsider and 
have money sent directly to the church.  Doing this type 
of withdrawal paying to the church is not a taxable 
consequence to you and will help our church.  If you 
have any questions please call your financial advisor or 
feel free to get in touch with me for more information 
(402-235-2462).   
 

As of this writing we have 6 more Sunday's to finish out 
our year’s need.  It seems like we have been here before.  
This year, however, has not been like any other year.  
We have had days off work, children learning from 
home, limited funds and many burdens.  I know it is all 
overwhelming.  I appreciate the faithfulness that you 
have been sending your tithes and offering to the church 
via mail, dropping off at the church or while attending.  
Please keep it up as we close for this short time during 
the holidays. 

 

God is in fact watching over us.  Pray for family loved 
ones, stay safe and remember you church family.  Soon 
we will celebrate in church together again. 
  

Gretchen Dietzel, Church Treasurer 



Stewardship Report for  

November  
     

Attended, Viewed or Read 
   

 Worship   Sunday School     
Nov. 1    167  2 

Nov. 8    133     2 

Nov. 15  130  0 

Nov. 22  150  0 

Nov. 29   NA  NA 
 

Offerings 
 

 General Fund    Building Fund 

Nov. 1     $2751.00  $303.00 

Nov. 8     $2570.00  $250.00 

Nov. 15   $4550.00  $90.00 

Nov. 22   $6717.00  $45.00 

Nov. 29   NA  NA 
 

 

Income as of October 31, 2020   

$123,105.32 
 

Expenses as of October 31, 2020  

$133,701.08 

Line Item 2019 Budget Yr to date Percentage 

EMPLOYEE COSTS    

Pastor's Salary $45,361.00 $37,800.80 83% 

Housing Allowance $16,480.00 $13,733.40 83% 

Travel $2,000.00 $443.33 22% 

Health Insurance $15,850.00 $13,208.20 83% 

Pension $5,566.69 $4,643.10 83% 

Prof exp/Cont Ed $1,060.00 $98.98 9% 

Pastor's Subtotal $86,317.69 $69,927.81 81% 

Secretary Salary $15,808.00 $13,370.72 85% 

Custodian Salary $12,116.00 $10,454.14 86% 
Organist Salary Both Ser-
vices $3,925.98 $1,381.30 35% 

Choir Director $2,700.00  0% 

Nursery Coord    

Financial Secretary $946.00 $788.30 83% 

Payroll Taxes $2,715.45 $1,790.91 66% 

Pulpit supply $250.00   

Total $124,779.12 $97,713.18 78% 

    

FACILITIES    

Utilities $19,500.00 $11,804.04 61% 

Capital Improvements $1,250.00 $1,083.06 87% 

Insurance $10,000.00 $8,753.38 88% 

Mowing/Snow Removal $2,500.00 $1,069.78 43% 

Maintenance & Repair $2,500.00 $3,012.17 120% 

Kitchen/Custodial Supplies $500.00 $139.19 28% 

    

Total $36,250.00 $25,861.62 71% 

    

OFFICE EXPENSES    

Supplies $2,000.00 $1,933.58 97% 

Postage $750.00 $565.00 75% 

Machine Maintenance $1,500.00 $945.08 63% 

Copy Machine Lease $1,350.00 $1,390.00 103% 

Telephone $2,500.00 $1,967.60 79% 

Advertizing $250.00 $0.00 0% 

Total $8,350.00 $6,801.26 81% 

    

PROGRAMMING    

Education $750.00 $90.69 12% 

Music/choir $225.00 $235.00 104% 

Annual conference $1,200.00  0% 

Youth $0.00  0% 

Witness/Evangelism    

Worship $500.00 $836.86 167% 

Congregation Care $500.00 $412.50 83% 

Stewardship $200.00  0% 

Special Programs $100.00 $249.97 250% 

Leadership Development $250.00  0% 

Outreach/Missions $0.00  0% 

Total $3,725.00 $1,825.02 49% 

APPORTIONMENTS $17,155.00 $1,000.00 6% 

DISTRICT ASKING    

District Programs $1,596.00 $500.00 31% 

Youth Service Fund    

Camping Fund    

Total $1,596.00  0% 

Grand Total $191,855.12  $133,701.08  70% 

    

A Note from the Finance Committee 
  

 At the end of October, we were 83% 
through the 2020 budget year. We received 63% 
in giving for the same time frame, and spent 70% 
of budgeted expenses. The really encouraging 
news is that for the months of September and 
October, we received 92% toward the budgeted 
amount for those two months. In addition, we 
were able to pay on our 2020 Mission Shares 
(formerly called Apportionments).  This is a very 
positive trend as we seek to underwrite the 
entire 2020 Budget by December 31, 2020. We 
thank you for your faithful giving during this very 
difficult year. This has been very encouraging. 
Now we ask, prayerfully, that you increase your 
giving before the end of the year. We believe we 
can end the year in the black. 

Bob Hahn, Chair of the Finance Committee 

Lee Wigert, Pastor 



We have decided to cancel the 

Annual Cookie Sale 

and Kids Baking Contest this year.  

Keep your recipes handy; looking 

for a spring event...if 

circumstances change!!   

Stay Tuned! 

  

Yes Indeed...It’s that 
time of year to start 
thinking about “all 
things Christmas!”  
We have a wonderful 
seasonal opportunity 
for you!  Ken Johnson 
has been busy carving 
and whittling away 

Santa ornaments.  The plan is to sell one 
of these adorable originals to you for a 
free will donation to our church building 
fund.  We are restricting it to one, no 
more than 2, per family.   

 You can find the Santa tree display 
set up in the Sanctuary as you enter.  
There are 2 Santas left so you’ll  want to 
claim yours right away as they will go 
fast.  This is a fabulous opportunity to 
support our church building fund and 
own an original hand carved treasure 
created and donated by Ken.  If you 
won’t be in church to hand pick one and 
donate, you may call the church office,  

402-296-6905 to make arrangements 
with Rae Jean. 

 

Open Hearts  

Kitchen 

Will be serving as a  

“Pick up” only on  
 

December 3rd   

December 17th 
 

January 7th 

January 21st 

 We will be adopting a Family 
from Head Start this year for 
Christmas, although we do not 
have any details yet.  Please 
watch for a list to be out at 
church as soon as we get it.  We 
will also put it on Facebook.  If 
you would like to purchase a gift 
for the family from Facebook, 
please call Rae Jean in the 
Church Office, 402-296-6905, 
to get your name on the list. 

The  

United Methodist Women 

would like to say 

‘Thank you’ to all who save  

NO FRILLS receipts! 

The collection continues! 



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 

Activities December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
 
7:00 - Board of  
         Trustees 
 

 
* Bill Wilson 

3 

 
 
 

 
 
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
    (Pick-Up Only) 

4 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
7:30 - AA 
 
 
 

* Molly Holler 
** Jerry & Myrna Higgins 

5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
* Lee Wigert 

6 

No Worship Service 
No Sunday School 
 

 
 
7:00 - AA 

7 

Office Closed 

8 

 
 
 

7:00 - Finance 
           Committee 

9 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 
* Victoria Schmidt 

* Steve Brasuhn 

10 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Rob Turner 

11 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
 
 

* Buck Meisinger 

12 

 
10:00 am - ADK 

13 

No Worship Service 
No Sunday School 
 

 
7:00 - AA 
 
 
 

* Mariah Glynn 

14 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
** Jerry & Margaret Ann 
            Blackwell 

** Charlie & Betty Watt 

15 16 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
* Heather Meisinger 
* Daniel Purdham 

* Rae Jean Smith 

17 

 
 
 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
    (Pick-Up Only) 
 
 

* Deanna Hellbusch 

18 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 

19 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Kayla Carroll 
* Merry Hadfield 

* Teresa Ross 

20 

No Worship Service 
No Sunday School 

 

 
7:00 - AA 
 
 
 

* Gretchen Dietzel 

21 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

** Jeff & Sherri Johnson 

22 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Lane Bailey 

23 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Kevin Tilson 

24 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Debbie Stecker 

25 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
 
 MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 
7:30 - AA 

* Mario Becerra 

26 

 
 

12:00 Noon - 4:00 pm  

     Eledge Family  
        Christmas 

27 

No Worship Service 
No Sunday School 
7:00 - AA 

* Diane Berlett 
* Ashley Clark 
* Charlie Watt 
** Bill & Judy Straw 
** Bill & Michelle  

        Reynolds 

28 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Debra Danner 

29 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Curtis Larsen 

30 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Elaine Hall 

31 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

** Rick & Rae Jean Smith 

  
T H E     C H U R C H     O F F I C E     W I L L      B E     C L O S E D     A L L     T H I S     W E E K  ! 



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 
Activities January 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
7:30 - AA 

2 

3 

No Worship Service 
No Sunday School 
 

 
7:00 - AA 

4 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
* Sandi Foster 
* Elijah Ross 
* Sean Williams 

5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Stephen Vallery 

6 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

7:00 - Board of 
         Trustees 
 
* Bruce Johnson 

7 

 
 
5:00 - 6:00 -  

Open Hearts Kitchen 
    (Pick-Up Only) 
 
* Debbie Bowman 

8 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
* Sara Petty 

9 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Bryce Kennedy 

10 

No Worship Service 
No Sunday School 
 

 
7:00 - AA 

11 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
* Christina Hanson 

12 

 
 
7:00 - Finance 

           Committee 

13 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

7:00 - Church Council 
 
 
* Kyle Scherlie 

14 15 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 

16 

 
 
 

 
 
* Alyna Chadwick 
* Deidre Donoho 

17 

Possible Worship Service 
Possible Sunday School 
(Watch for Updates) 

 
7:00 - AA 

18 

Office Closed 
 
 

19 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Kaia Shokoski 

20 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 

21 

 
 
 

 
5:00 - 6:00 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
    (Pick-Up Only) 

22 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
7:30 - AA 
 
* Patty Weirauch 

23 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Cari Tilson 

24 

Possible Worship Service 
Possible Sunday School 
(Watch for Updates) 

 
7:00 - AA 

25 

Office Closed 

26 27 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
 
* Bill Cecil 
Kirk Linder 

28 29 

Office Closed 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
* Sharon McColligan 

30 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Nora Eyster 

31 

Possible Worship Service 
Possible Sunday School 
(Watch for Updates) 

 
7:00 - AA 
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 Schedule: 

 9:00 a.m. - Worship 

 9:15 a.m. - Children’s Sunday School 

 10:15 a.m. - Adult Sunday School 

            fumcplattsmouth1@gmail.com 

            www.fumcplattsmouth.com 

 Facebook: FUMC Plattsmouth Church 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

    United Methodist Women 

       UMW will not meet again until  
   February 2021 

                  

                          

  

 

Important Meetings 

 

December 2, 2020 - January 6, 2021 

Board of Trustees 

7:00 p.m. 

 

December 8, 2020 - January 12, 2021 

Finance Committee 

7:00 p.m. 

 

December 9, 2020 - January 13, 2021 

Church Council 

7:00 p.m.  

 

All meetings are held in the  

Fellowship Hall,  

Social Distancing is observed,  

and everyone needs to wear a mask.  

 

Important Dates 
  

OPEN HEARTS KITCHEN 

For December  

December 3rd & 17th, 2020 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

For January 

January 7th, & 21st, 2021 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

 

“PICK UP ONLY” 


