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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  402-296-6905 

    OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Tues. Wed.) 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (Thurs.)  Mon. & Fri. - CLOSED 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 485, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  68048-1855  

Pastor to People: 

 

The season of Lent is upon us.  Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and continues to Easter. Lent is the 
period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the 
Christian calendar. Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and 
preparation before the celebrations of Easter. By 
observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate 
Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert 
for 40 days.   Lent is traditionally considered 40 days 
long, even though the time between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter is actually 46 days. 
This is because Sundays are not considered part 
of Lent. 

 

Since the Sundays between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter are not considered to be part of Lent, many 
Christians say that those Sundays are in the Lenten 
season, but not part of Lent. Thus, for some persons 
who give something up for Lent (chocolate, coffee, 
soda, swearing, dessert, smoking, drinking alcohol, 
etc.) argue that they do not have to make these 
sacrifices on Sundays because Sundays are not a part 
of Lent. Some call this “cheating.” Others will 
rationalize that sacrificing for 40 out of 46 days is 
better than not sacrificing something at all. 

 

If you do give up something for Lent, make sure you 
do it for the right reason: every time you think about 
the sacrifice, use that time to focus on your 
relationship with God, Christ and the Holy Spirit.  
The purpose of the sacrifice is not to feel proud; 
rather it is a time to spend in reflection and 
preparation.  Just as the season of Advent is a time of 
anticipation and preparation for the coming of the 
Christ Child at Christmas, the season of Lent is a 
time to reflect upon and prepare for the journey 
towards Easter. 

 

When I was a child growing up as a pastor’s kid 
(PK), I remember church members sharing with 
each other what they were giving up for Lent. 
Individuals shared their sacrifice with others as a 
way to let others know they were taking their faith 
seriously, as well as asking others to help in 
keeping them accountable for their behavior which 
included a sacrifice, a time of reflection, and a 
season of preparation. The preparation was for both 
the darkness of Holy Week, and the Triumph, 
Celebration and Victory of the Resurrection. 

 

 I have found giving something up for Lent helpful 
to focus on my relationship to the Lord.  I also 
found another practice very helpful.  Instead of  
“giving something up” for Lent, I committed to the 
discipline of “taking on something” for Lent. Some 
of those “disciplines” through the years have 
included the daily reading of Scripture; spending 
more time in Prayer; Reading a book; Teaching a 
special Bible Study; being more dedicated to 
visiting the sick, the homebound and the hurting; 
and choosing to not spend money on material 
things. 

 

Whether one decides to “give up something” for 
Lent or “take on something” for Lent, the purpose is 
to reflect more one’s relationship with God, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. Lent is a time for reflection, 
renewal and preparation. The value of the 
disciplined life is to find greater meaning, purpose 
and joy in living the Christian life.  One of my 
theological and spiritual mentors put it this way: 
“The unexamined life is simply not worth living.”  
Let us examine our lives in Lent so that our lives 
are worth living. Life is created by and for meaning 
in life. 

 

Pastor Lee 



Don’t Forget! 

First Sunday Giving 

And Receiving 

United Methodist Ministries Items 

For March  : 

Paper Plates  

 

Serving the Church in 

 March  ~ 
 

USHERS ~ Ernie Heyen 

Rod & Michele Jenkins 
 

If you are willing to serve as an usher or 
liturgist (Scripture Reader)  please 

contact the Church Office.  
 

      BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
 

 Items that are to be included in the upcoming 
BULLETINS for each week, NEED to be in the Office to 
Rae Jean by 10:00 Tuesday Mornings.  
  

 Items that are to be included in the upcoming 
NEWSLETTERS, NEED to be in to the Office to Rae 
Jean by the 3rd Tuesday.  The Newsletters are mailed 
out on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 

 

 Please have information to Rae Jean in the 
Church Office by the above deadlines to have your 
items included in the Bulletins / Newsletter.  Thank 
you! 

 

 
 

• Dear First United Methodist 

 Church Members: 

Thank you so much for supporting 
our Head Start children with your 
gift of hats, gloves, scarves, socks 
and underwear.  Your kindness 
and generosity is appreciated. 

 Thanks again,  

 ~ Melinda Zimmerer 

       Family Support Specialist / 

          Head Start 

 

• Thank you to Raylene Weber 
for all the hard work she put 
into assembling the new file 
cabinets that were purchased 
for the Church Office!  She did 
a wonderful job! 

 

     The Church has ordered 20 Easter 

Lilies for display on Easter Sunday.  If 

you would like to order one in honor 

of or in memory of a loved one, please 

call Rae Jean in the Church Office.  

     (402-296-6905).  Each Lily is $9.50. 



Stewardship Report for  

February  
     

Attendance 
   

 Worship   Sunday School 

Feb. 2      58   5 

Feb. 9      67      8  

Feb. 16    55   9 

Feb. 23    52   11 
 

Offerings 

 

 General Fund    Building Fund 

Feb. 2      $2935.00 —0— 

Feb. 9      $2146.00 —0— 

Feb. 16    $3259.00 $200.00 

Feb. 23    $2603.00 —0—  
   

 

Income as of January 31, 2019   
NA 

 

Expenses as of January 31, 2019  
NA 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

KITCHEN UPDATE 

 

     The Trustees are currently taking bids for 
the new range hood, Fire Suppression System, 
countertops, sinks, stove and refrigerators for 
the basement kitchen.  We are planning for the 
demolition and construction to begin the end 
of March or first part of April.  Groups that will 
be meeting in the basement during that time, 
with the exception of the UMW Rummage 
Sale, will be asked to meet upstairs.  Open 
Hearts Kitchen will also move upstairs for two 
weeks.  When we get the final dates, Rae Jean 
will put that information in the Bulletin.  If you 
have questions about your group, please call 
Rae Jean in the Church office (402-296-6905 or 
Mike Weber (402-297-4293). 

 

     The total cost of this project is 
approximately $35,000.  It is being funded 
from Memorial money left by Martha McQuin 
and Lila McKnight. 

 

     We will be asking for help with the 
demolition, which is the drywall behind the 
stove; moving the old range hood; cabinets 
above the stove; removing the popcorn ceiling; 
painting the walls and ceiling; and putting new 
cement board drywall behind the stove.  This 
will help us keep the costs down. 

 

Thank you ~  

Mike Weber 

March 7, 2020 

9:00 a.m. 

We need Volunteers to help 

scrape the popcorn ceiling off in 

the Basement Kitchen.  Let Mike 

Weber know if you can help! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women reached out to 

Mary Plock, Executive Assistant /  Development 

Manager of Epworth for some updates. Mary Plock 

had a write-up of their programs that includes 

information about the work they do as well as a 

success story or two from each program.  We 

wanted to share this with our members.  We felt 

much empathy for these children, youth and 

families.  Epworth’s newest program, “Little Jewels 

Childcare and Enrichment Center.”  In Mary Plock’s 

words: 

Last year Epworth’s programs served 417 

individuals, which included 194 children and 243 

adults. 

Our newest program, Little Jewels Child Care and 

Enrichment Center, celebrated its first 

anniversary this past May.  At Little Jewels we 

have been able to serve the York community and 

surrounding area by providing quality early 

childhood education to children from ages 6 

weeks to 5 years of age.  The center is open to 

anyone needing child care, and we do accept the 

state child care subsidy.  One of the goals in 

opening Little Jewels was to make quality care 

and early childhood education accessible to all 

families regardless of their income and to target 

lower income/financially vulnerable families.  

40% of the families we served last year were in 

the lower income brackets and at some point in 

time were receiving the state child care subsidy.  

Through a partnership we have with the Sixpence 

Early Learning Fund we have been able to offer 

access to some tuition assistance for families that 

are over-income for the state child care subsidy 

but are still financially struggling.  In the 

beginning of June, we had an infant and toddler 

come for their first day of childcare.  The two had  

 

been removed from their biological mother earlier 

that morning.  They were in dirty clothes, had not 

been bathed for quite some time, and both had severe 

eczema.  Their foster parents worked closely with our 

teacher, communicating throughout the day on the 

children’s progress, their medical conditions, and their 

emotional status.  Within a week of being at Little 

Jewels and with their new foster family, their eczema 

was almost unnoticeable and they were becoming 

happy, thriving children.  In the following months, 

Little Jewels continued to work closely with the foster 

parents to provide the best care and education for 

those two little ones.  Little Jewels was able to give 

them access to Ready Rosie (which is a parent 

education tool), many children’s books, and a 

scholarship to help pay a portion of their child care 

tuition while they were waiting for all their state 

subsidy paperwork to be processed.  Recently, the 

biological mom and both biological fathers have 

relinquished their rights and the foster parents are 

now beginning the process of adoption.  Our 

partnership with Sixpence and York Public Schools has 

also given us the opportunity to help several children 

receive access to special education services or begin an 

individual service plan.  Our Center is part of the 

state’s Step up to Quality, which means that we are 

providing a program that can have a lifelong and 

positive impact on young children and their families.  

We are currently at a Step 2 and are working towards 

the next level.  Little Jewels currently serves 7 infants, 

9 toddlers and 11 preschoolers. 

 

In our next issue the In-Home Family Service Program 

will be shared. 

 

Thank you for reading and learning about Epworth. 

United Methodist Women 



Daylight Savings time begins again on 

March 8th.  Be sure to set your clocks 

ahead one hour before Bedtime on 

March 7th! 

Please save  

March 11th - 10:00 am - 4:30 pm 

At  

VFW in Plattsmouth! 

SENCA and Bridges out of Poverty 

Present an interactive teaching experience.   

 

Object 1.  To learn the challenges of surviving in    
  Poverty 

Object 2.  Meet some tools to get out of poverty.   

 

Looking for volunteers to play rolls in the 
simulation. 

How wonderful to have new members in 

Plattsmouth United Methodist Church! 

WELCOME ALL! 

For those who would like to support the 

church with their prayers, we have an email 

prayer chain that keeps folks up to date on 

local needs during the week.  If you would 

like to take part, please email  

Elly Biederman at : 

ellybiederman@gmail.com 

If you happen to be one of those who find 

that you receive far too many emails and 

would like to remove your name from the 

list, you may also contact Elly and ask to 

have your name removed. 

STILL NEEDED: 

For the month of March 

The Sunday School will be studying 

John the Baptist! 



 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

On February 9th, Curtis and Maren 

Larsen and their daughter, Bridgette, 

became Members of the First United 

Methodist Church. 

 

Also on this day, Curtis received the 

Holy Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

Welcome to our church 

Curtis, Maren and Bridgette! 

On February 16th, Jerry Blackwell received the Holy 

Sacrament of Baptism.  He was happy to have his son, 

Larry Blackwell, and grandson, Anthony Blackwell, by his 

side.  Congratulations Jerry! 



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 

Activities 

March 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
1:30 - Masonic Home 
              Service 
7:00 - AA 

 
* Donna Glynn 

2 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
* Glenda Linder 

3 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
* Liz Hall 

4 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
7:00 pm - Board of 
             Trustees 

5 

 
 
1:00 - UMW 

 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
 

 
* Don & Sharon Bartlett 

6 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
7:30 - AA 
 
 

 
* Doreen Mayer 

7 

 
9:00 - Volunteers 
removing popcorn ceiling 

in basement kitchen 

8 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
7:00 - AA 

9 

Office Closed 
 
6:30 - Garden Club 

10 

 
1:00 - Quilting Guild 
 

4:30 - ADK 
 
7:00 - Finance  
          Committee 

11 

7:00 am - Men’s  
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
6:00 - Church Council 

12 

 
 
 

 
 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 

* John & Karin Patterson 

13 

Office Closed 
 

 
 
7:30– AA 
 

 
* DeWayne Whitmer 
* Andy Rishel 

14 

15 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
7:00 - AA 
 
* Frank & Nora Eyster 

* Wyatt & Louise Drew 

16 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Rick Smith 

17 

NEWSLETTER 
      DEADLINE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

** Lane & Kay Bailey 

18 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Ken Johnson 

19 

 
 
 

5:00 - 6:30- 
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
* Gabriella Howe 
* Lori Post 

* Kory Tanner 
 

20 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
7:30 - AA 
 

21 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Sherri Johnson 

22 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 

              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
7:00 - AA 
 
 

* Nate Wigert 

23 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Paxton Becerra 

24 25 

7:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast / Bible Study 

26 

 
 

 

 
5:00 - 6:30 -  
Open Hearts Kitchen 
 
 

* Cindy Flaherty 

27 

Office Closed 
 

 

 
7:30 - AA 
 
 
 

* David & Doreen Mayer 

28 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
* Keith & Sabrina 

     Dovenbarger 

29 

9:00 - Worship 
9:15 - Children’s Sunday 
              School 

10:15 - Adult Sunday 
              School 
7:00 - AA 
* Bill Straw 
* Mike Sr. & Nancy  

           McCoy 

30 

Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Brandy Chadwick 

31     
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 Schedule: 

 9:00 a.m. - Worship 

 9:15 a.m. - Children’s Sunday School 

 10:15 a.m. - Adult Sunday School 

            fumcplattsmouth1@gmail.com 

            www.fumcplattsmouth.com 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

     United Methodist Women 

   March 5, 2020 ~ 1:00 p.m.    

 Devotion, Lesson & Hostess ~  Romelle Copenhaver 

      April 16, 17, & 18th—Rummage Sale  /  You may begin bringing items in on March 1st. 

 

 Important Meetings 

 

 

March 4, 2020 
Board of Trustees ~ 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 10, 2020 

Finance Committee ~ 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 11, 2020 
 Church Council ~ 6:00 p.m.  

 

 
 

 

Important Dates 

 
March 7 , 2020 

Volunteers meeting to scrape  

Popcorn ceiling off in basement kitchen. 

 

March 17, 2020 
Newsletter Deadline for April 

 

 


