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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  402-296-6905 

    OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Tues. Wed.) 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (Thurs.)  Mon. & Fri. - CLOSED 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 485, PLATTSMOUTH, NE.  68048-1855  

Pastor to People, 

     Grace and Peace to you in the name of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May God 
our Creator, Christ our Redeemer, and the 
Holy Spirit our sustainer give you grace and 
peace. I always give thanks to my God for 
you because of the grace God has given you 
through Jesus Christ. It is in union with 
Christ that you become rich in Spiritual 
things, and redeemed from your sins. 

     It is hard to believe that it is almost 
September. Most schools have started, 
college and universities have opened for 
classes, either on campus or online. More 
people are getting back to work, and we are 
adjusting to a “new normal.”  That is the 
good news. The not so good news is that with 
more people gathering in schools, colleges, 
family gatherings, church and at parties, the 
COVID-19 virus is on the rise in Cass and 
Sarpy Counties. 

     We have delayed opening for in person 
worship at First United Methodist Church, 
Plattsmouth, to track the occurrence of 
COVID-19 after schools have opened.  Many 
area churches have opened for worship: some 
in the sanctuary, some in the parking lot, and 
some outdoors. A recent survey of my 
colleagues in our Cass County Clergy 
Association revealed a wide range of 
responses regarding their worship practices. 

     Those who have opened for in sanctuary 
worship services report an average 
attendance of approximately 16-20% of their 
average attendance before closing because of 
the COVID-19. 

     Some churches, like FUMC, are either 
just recording their services on Facebook, or 
live streaming the services. One such church 
is the Presbyterian church in Murray, a close 
neighbor to Plattsmouth, and our many 
members who live at Beaver Lake. 

  

      I would like to share a note I received 
from Pastor Bill McConnell: “At Murray Presby-
terian, we continue livestreaming the ser-
vice.  We have not made plans to resume in 
person worship, other than an outdoor service 
on Sept. 13.  Partly, that is due to the size of 
our sanctuary (which would make social distanc-
ing difficult).  We have lost street parking in 
Murray.  And we have been monitoring trends 
with the illness closely.  (If you haven't seen 
this yet, Cass County set a record for new 
cases yesterday--14.)  [Note: That was on 
Thursday, August 13]. 

     I'm encouraging our board to consider 
carefully the guidance that was given to pas-
tors in our presbytery by someone in a rather 
unique position.  She is currently serving as an 
interim executive presbyter (the person who 
oversees one of our regional governing bod-
ies.)  Before that, she had a long career as an 
immunologist.  She gave the best overview I 
have encountered thus far of the pandemic it-
self, the implications for churches, and what 
would be appropriate safeguards.  If you're 
like me, I'm sure you are absolutely inundated 
with information from every direction.  But if 
you're interested, I don't think our presbytery 
would mind me sharing the link to the video 
with Lutherans, Methodists, etc.”  Here it is: 

https://pmrv-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personalnicole_pmrv_org/
EQmZuQsO0oBDonLAtfb_OvMBPE82BqX83DIJUWMI8FCoLg?
e=4%3ao91cki&at=9   

Please copy the link in a  browser to watch a 
very important video. 

     May God grant us all courage, wisdom, and 
discernment, as we navigate these challenging 
times! --Bill 

     What does all this mean for us at FUMC, 
Plattsmouth?  We plan to resume in person 
worship in the sanctuary on Sunday, September 
6, which is over Labor Day weekend. Please see 
the column on the requirements for opening on 
page #4  .   

     Yours in Christ, Pastor Lee 

https://pmrv-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nicole_pmrv_org/EQmZuQsO0oBDonLAtfb_OvMBPE82BqX83DIJUWMI8FCoLg?e=4%3ao91cki&at=9
https://pmrv-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nicole_pmrv_org/EQmZuQsO0oBDonLAtfb_OvMBPE82BqX83DIJUWMI8FCoLg?e=4%3ao91cki&at=9
https://pmrv-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nicole_pmrv_org/EQmZuQsO0oBDonLAtfb_OvMBPE82BqX83DIJUWMI8FCoLg?e=4%3ao91cki&at=9


Don’t Forget! 

First Sunday Giving 

And Receiving 

United Methodist Ministries Items 

For September: 

Fruit Cups 

 

Serving the Church in 

September  
 

USHERS  

Volunteers 
 

If you are willing to serve as an usher or 
liturgist (Scripture Reader)  please 

contact the Church Office.  
 

      BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
 

 Items that are to be included in the upcoming 
BULLETINS for each week, NEED to be in the Office to 
Rae Jean by 10:00 Tuesday Mornings.  
  

 Items that are to be included in the upcoming 
NEWSLETTERS, NEED to be in to the Office to Rae 
Jean by the 3rd Tuesday.  The Newsletters are mailed 
out on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 

 

 Please have information to Rae Jean in the 
Church Office by the above deadlines to have your 
items included in the Bulletins / Newsletter.  Thank 
you! 

 

 A huge thank you  to  the 

members of this congregation at 

First United Methodist Church, for 

your generosity during this time 

of the Pandemic.  Continuing with 

your time, your talents, your 

giving and  your prayers have not 

gone unnoticed.  

Please note: 

   If you personally order something 
to be used at the church, please have 
that item delivered to your own 
residence.  Many times these things 
are meant to be delivered to the 
church, and end up going back to the 
main office, because we are not here 
when they  are delivered. 

 

    Also, for our safety and for yours, if 
you need to come to the church 
during the week, please call Rae Jean 
in the Church Office (402-296-6905) 
before you come.  Masks will be 
required at all times in the Church. 

 

 Thank you very much!   

NEW WORSHIP TIME! 

10:00 A.M. 

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 6TH 



Stewardship Report for  

August  
     

Viewed or Read 
   

 Worship   Sunday School 

Aug. 2    167  0 

Aug. 9    138      0  

Aug. 16  154  0 

Aug. 23  121  0 

Aug. 30  NA  0 
 

Offerings 

 

 General Fund    Building Fund 

Aug. 2     $2346.00 —0— 

Aug. 9     $4273.46 $100.00 

Aug. 16   $4140.00 —0— 

Aug. 23   $2095.00 $200.00 

Aug. 30   NA  NA 
 

 

Income as of July 31, 2020   

$81,238.86 
 

Expenses as of July 31, 2020  

$89,927.06 

 Worship Services,   Sunday 

School Classes, and Open Hearts 

Kitchen  continue to be  cancelled 

until September 6th.  As of this 

time, the Board of Trustees, the 

Finance Committee, the Church 

Council, Men’s breakfast and the 

AA Groups are  meeting. These 

groups are meeting in the Church 

Fellowship Hall.  Social Distancing 

is observed and everyone is 

required to wear a mask. 

Line Item 2020 Budget Yr to date Percentage 

EMPLOYEE COSTS    

Pastor's Salary $45,361.00 $26,460.56 58% 

Housing Allowance $16,480.00 $9,613.38 58% 

Travel $2,000.00 $443.33 22% 

Health Insurance $15,850.00 $9,245.74 58% 

Pension $5,566.69 $3,246.67 58% 

Prof exp/Cont Ed $1,060.00 $98.98 9% 

Pastor's Subtotal $86,317.69 $49,108.66 57% 

Secretary Salary $15,808.00 $9,114.72 58% 

Custodian Salary $12,116.00 $7,063.98 58% 

Organist Salary Both Ser- $3,925.98 $799.70 20% 

Choir Director $2,700.00  0% 

Nursery Coord    

Financial Secretary $946.00 $472.98 50% 

Payroll Taxes $2,715.45 $1,168.82 43% 

Pulpit supply $250.00   

Total $124,779.12 $67,728.86 54% 

    

FACILITIES    

Utilities $19,500.00 $7,890.23 40% 

Capital Improvements $1,250.00  0% 

Insurance $10,000.00 $6,247.21 62% 

Mowing/Snow Removal $2,500.00 $900.88 36% 

Maintenance & Repair $2,500.00 $1,424.66 57% 

Kitchen/Custodial Supplies $500.00 $20.96 4% 

    

Total $36,250.00 $16,483.94 45% 

    

OFFICE EXPENSES    

Supplies $2,000.00 $1,329.80 66% 

Postage $750.00 $415.00 55% 

Machine Maintenance $1,500.00 $647.85 43% 

Copy Machine Lease $1,350.00 $834.00 62% 

Telephone $2,500.00 $1,376.72 55% 

Advertizing $250.00 $0.00 0% 

Total $8,350.00 $4,603.37 55% 

    

PROGRAMMING    

Education $750.00 $52.45 7% 

Music/choir $225.00  0% 

Annual conference $1,200.00  0% 

Youth $0.00  0% 

Witness/Evangelism    

Worship $500.00 $560.97 112% 

Congregation Care $500.00 $247.50 50% 

Stewardship $200.00  0% 

Special Programs $100.00 $249.97 250% 

Leadership Development $250.00  0% 

Outreach/Missions $0.00  0% 

Total $3,725.00  0% 

APPORTIONMENTS $17,155.00  0% 

DISTRICT ASKING    

District Programs $1,596.00  0% 

Youth Service Fund    

Camping Fund    

Total $1,596.00  0% 

Grand Total $191,855.12  $89,927.06  47% 



 

 

Watch for Upcoming information on the 
Church Work Day! 

We still need  help with the mowing; and 
we will need help removing the popcorn 

ceiling in the Fellowship Hall!   

   See Mike Weber if you can help. 

OUR 

BEAUTIFUL 

GARDEN 

Requirements for returning to in person 
worship in the sanctuary on  

Sunday, September 6th 
 

     We will be following the guidelines of the 
Sarpy/Cass County Health Department for opening 
our worship services. As you come to worship on 
Sunday, September 6th, you will be required to 
wear a mask; have your temperature checked with 
a touchless thermometer (placed an inch or so 
from your forehead) as you enter the sanctuary; 
use the hand sanitizer provided; and social 
distance at least six feet. The exception to this 
is for families living in the same household.  Some 
rows of seats will be roped off to create social 
distancing, and others will be marked as 
unavailable.  
     Bulletins will be placed on a table for you to 
pick up.  Communion will take place. You will pick 
up a packaged cup of juice and wafer, and return 
to your seat. We will eat and drink together. 
     There will be no hymnals in the pews, and no 
congregational singing at this time. Science has 
revealed that masks stop the droplets; however, 
the aerosol virus still spreads through the masks. 
We hope to have special music each week. Again, 
we are looking for volunteers to sing, play the 
piano, or another instrument. Donna Glynn will be 
playing the hymns. 
     Because of my recent heart issues, I will not 
be greeting before or after the service. I am 
avoiding crowds every day. As a very pastoral, 
social, caring and compassionate person, this will 
be difficult for me. However, my doctors and 
Nate’s medical team want us to shelter in place 
as much as possible. 
     I am available for personal conversations via 
phone, email, Zoom, or in my office where we will 
wear masks and social distance. 
     I have made many, many phone calls over the  
last several months to our members. Many of you 
are not comfortable coming to in person worship in 
the sanctuary. I give you permission (not that you 
need it!) and encourage you to stay home. We will 
continue to record the services on Facebook, so 
you will be able to worship with us, including 
participating in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
     We do not want anyone to get exposed to the 
virus. Also, please do not come to church if you 
have any illness. If you have a temperature, you 
will be politely asked to return home. 
     We ask that you be patient with this 
process, especially as we get used to the new 
guidelines and procedures. Some of our school 
children are already practicing many of these at 
our area schools. 
     The health department discourages any 
coffee time, or mingling to visit unless everyone is 
at least six feet apart.  Please follow these 
guidelines. 
     Finally, if there is a significant increase in 
the number of cases in the coronavirus in Cass 
County before September, reopening the church 
for worship in the sanctuary is subject to change. 

The bench below was 
donated by Larry 

Robbins in memory 
of his daughter,  

Barbara Robbins 



** Anniversaries 

* Birthdays 

Activities September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 
 
 

 
 
* LeAnne Wilczynski 
* Joe Osthus 
** Reggie & Shari  

        Thompson 
** Doug & Kim Scherlie 

2 

 
 
 

 
7:00 - Board of  
         Trustees 

3 4 

 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
 
 

** Ron Jr. & Roberta 
          Copenhaver 

5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Nancy Carroll 
** Tom & Patty Weirauch 

6 

10:00 am - Worship 
Children’s SS TBD 
11:15 - Adult SS 

 
 
 
7:00 - AA 

7 

Labor Day 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* Paul Cisco 

** Ben & Kylee Gurney 

8 

 
 
 

7:00 - Finance  
             Committee 
 
 
 

* Chris Weber 

9 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* Eva Reed 

* Leslie Wentz 

10 

 
 
 

 
 
* Kristi Shotkoski 
* Dee Feder 
* Shirley Stipe 

**Kory & Amy Tanner 

11 

 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
 
 

* Steve Umholtz 

12 

13 

10:00 am - Worship 
Children’s SS TBD 
11:15 - Adult SS 

 
 
7:00 - AA 
 
 

 

14 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* Anna Glynn 

* Laura Glynn 

15 

 
 
Newsletter 

      Deadline 
 
 
 
 

* Kasten Hellbusch 

16 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* Roger Roberts 

** Roger & Vicki Roberts 

17 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Michael Flaherty 

18 

 
 
 

7:30 - AA 
 
 
 
 

* Eric Coffelt 

19 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Eylene Whittier 

20 

10:00 am - Worship 
Children’s SS TBD 

11:15 - Adult SS 

 
 
 
7:00 - AA 
 

 

21 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
** Buck & Heather 

        Meisinger   

22 

 
 

 

 
 
* Betty Ash 
* Bob Jones 
* Maren Larsen 

* Melissa Turner 

23 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
* Ruth Snell 

** John & Terri Beadleson 

24 25 

 
 

 

 
7:30 - AA 
 
 
* Patti Jones 

* Hudson Reierson 

26 

27 

10:00 am - Worship 
Children’s SS TBD 
11:15 - Adult SS 

 
 
 
7:00 - AA 

28 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Liz Purdham 
** Michael & Cindy 

         Flaherty 

29 30 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* Dave Landon 

   

   Rae Jean    taking      Vacation     



 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH    U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

P.O. BOX 485        Non - Profit 

PLATTSMOUTH, NEBRASKA 68048-1855    Permit  #64 

 
 Schedule: 

 10:00 a.m. - Worship 

 TBD - Children’s Sunday School 

 11:15 a.m. - Adult Sunday School 

            fumcplattsmouth1@gmail.com 

            www.fumcplattsmouth.com 

 Facebook: FUMC Plattsmouth Church 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

            United Methodist Women 

 THE NEXT UMW MEETING HAS BEEN SCHEDULED! 

OCTOBER 1, 2020 1:00 P.M.   

           (Contact Ann Ramming for any questions)  

                  

  

 

Important Meetings 

 

 

Sept. 2, 2020 - Board of Trustees 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Sept. 8, 2020 - Finance Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 

All meetings are held in the  

Fellowship Hall,  

Social Distancing is observed,  

and everyone needs to wear a mask.  

   
 

 

Important Dates 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

WILL 

RESUME 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 
 

 

September 15th 
Newsletter Deadline for October 

 


